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ANNUAL ENROLLMENT REPORT 

________________________ 
 

Fall Student Headcount 
 
The total unduplicated headcount for the fall 2023 term in all sectors of Arkansas higher 
education, including public universities, public colleges, private/independent colleges 
and universities, and nursing schools was 150,786 students, representing an increase 
of 2.0% from the fall 2022 term. 
 
Fall headcount is slowly recovering from the considerable drop in headcount caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, but still has not reached the pre-pandemic headcount of 
156,069 reported in fall 2019. 
 
Of the 150,786 students enrolled in fall 2023, 1,531 students enrolled at more than one 
Arkansas institution, which represents 1% of the total fall 2023 headcount.  
 

 
 
 
The following graph represents a five-year total fall headcount trend for each sector of 
Arkansas higher education. The public 4-year universities, public 2-year colleges, and 
our private/independent institutions experienced an overall increase in fall headcount, 
while the nursing schools reported a decline. The percentage of total fall headcount by 
sector remains consistent for the past five years with the public 4-year universities 
serving 62% of our fall headcount, the public 2-year colleges serving 27%, the 
private/independent institutions enrolling 10%, and the two nursing schools enrolling 
less than 1% of fall term headcount. 
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The public 4-year universities reported a fall term increase for the second time in six 
years. Universities experienced their highest headcount in the fall 2016 term of 100,415. 
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The public 2-year colleges reported an increase from fall 2022 of 3.6%. They 
experienced their highest headcount in the fall 2011 term of 61,936. 
 

 
 
 
Private/independent colleges and universities, including the two nursing schools, 
reported a slight 0.6% increase over fall 2022. They experienced their highest 
headcount in the fall 2011 term of 17,349. 
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Statewide High School student headcount, including both concurrent and dually enrolled  
students, increased from last year by 1,645 students, which is an 8.6% increase. This 
represents the largest high school student fall term headcount. The Covid-19 pandemic 
was a significant factor in the decline in high school headcounts starting in fall 2020. 
There were 743 high school students enrolled in college courses with more than one 
institution, which is 3.6% of the total high school student headcount. 
 

 
 
Statewide undergraduate headcount increased 1.3%. The largest undergraduate class 
on record is 142,441 reported in fall 2011. Undergraduate headcount reported here 
does not include high school student headcount reported above. 
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Statewide graduate headcount for all public and private institutions declined for fall 2023 
by 246 students representing a 1.4% loss from the fall 2022 term. 
 

 
 
First-professional headcount has grown each of the last ten years. Fall 2023 reported a 
5.1% increase over fall 2022. Headcount includes students in law, medicine, pharmacy, 
advanced nursing programs, and occupational and physical therapies. 
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Public 4-Year Universities Fall Term Headcount Trends 

 
The following chart provides a five-year fall term headcount trend for all public 4-year 
universities. The two 4-year universities reporting the largest increase in fall term 2023 
were ASU at 6.4% and UAF with an increase of 3.9%. 
 

 
 
 
The following four charts reflect fall term headcounts by institution. Universities are 
grouped by those with similar headcounts to allow for better graphing results.  
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Public 2-Year College Fall Term Headcount Trends 
 
The following chart provides five-year fall term headcount trends for all public 2-year 
colleges. Sixteen 2-year colleges reported increases in fall term headcount. University 
of Arkansas Community College at Morrilton reported a 17.8% increase over fall 2022, 
and Arkansas State University Three Rivers grew by 10.7%. Other colleges with notable 
increases were the Phillips Community College of the University of Arkansas (9.9%), 
University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville (9.5%), Arkansas State 
University Newport (8.8%), and the University of Arkansas Community College at Hope-
Texarkana (8.5%). 
 
Six colleges reported a decline in headcount in fall 2023 including Southeast Arkansas 
Community College (-9.8%) and Arkansas Northeastern College (-3.4%). 
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The following charts reflect headcount trends for our 2-year colleges. Colleges are 
grouped by 2-year colleges within the Arkansas State University System, University of 
Arkansas System, and colleges unaffiliated with either system. 
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Private/Independent/Nursing – Total Headcount Trends 

 
Fall 2023 headcount for the 15 private/independent institutions, two nursing schools and 
one technical institute varied considerably over fall 2022. Nine institutions reported fall 
term headcount declines ranging from -2.5% to -27.6%. Institutions reported fall 2023 
term increases ranging from 1.9% to 28.7%. 
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Annual Full-Time Equivalency (FTE) 
 
The total annual FTE for academic year 2023 for Arkansas public higher education, 
including public universities and public colleges was 106,833 representing 
a 1.0% gain over the 2022 academic year. 
 

 
 
 
The 4-year public universities reported an annual FTE increase of 1.3% for AY 2023 
over AY 2022 and a 6.1% decline compared to AY 2019. 
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The 2-year public colleges reported a slight increase of 0.3% for AY 2023. 
 

 
 
High School Concurrent annual FTE, which does not include dually enrolled students, 
continued to bounce back from Covid-19 numbers by increasing the annual FTE to 
6,254 in AY 2023. 
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Undergraduate annual FTE increased 0.3% in AY 2023. 
 

 
 

 
Public 4-Year Universities Annual FTE Trends 

 
The following chart provides a five-year annual FTE trend for all public 4-year 
universities. Three 4-year universities reported an increase in AY 2023. Southern 
Arkansas University and the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville reported increases of 
over 7%. The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences reported an FTE increase of 
almost 1%.  
 
The other eight universities reported annual full-time equivalency declines ranging from 
-0.1% to -15.3% compared to AY 2022. 
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Public 2-Year College Annual FTE Trends 

 
The following chart provides a five-year annual FTE trend for all public 2-year colleges. 
Twelve 2-year colleges reported increases in annual FTE for fall 2023. 
 
Northwest Arkansas Community College reported the largest increase of 8.9% when 
comparing AY 2023 to AY 2022. Arkansas State University Three Rivers reported the 
next highest, increasing annual FTE by 7.4%.  
 

 
 


